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COMMON:

Karamec Iron W crks District
AND/OR HISTORIC:

[£ LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Spirlv5 n".-. 1 f- 2 , Towns!:', in ^,1 fl. Ean^s 6W
CITY OR TOWN:

Seven miles south of St. Jares on State Hifrhwav 8
STATE

Missouri 6^
J3. CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY 

fCJieck OneJ

District El Building Q 

Site Q Structure Q

PRESENT USE (Check One or .«

Agricultural Q Governm 

Commercial Q Industria 

Educational Q Military

CODE COUNTY: CODE

9 ?!] I PT-plns 16T

°«™ ————— TOA THES PUBBUC

Public G Public Acquisition: Occup ed ® Yes: 

Private ^ In Process Q Unoccupied Q R«sfrictO d [g

in progress [H ^ o . Q

ore as Appropriate)

ent Q Park gg Transportation Q Comments O

Q Scientific Q

120 Broad'-ra-,-

5- LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

rfir-o of Rpi-0rri°- nf Dgp.rls Pitplr-s r.nnnf.y

Holla I-'issouri 65) .03____21
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: "IT p

p. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Columbia

TATE:

I-gssouri 6g201



(j. : PESCRiPTIOtj '

CONDITION

INTEGRITY

(Check Qne) 

Excellent Q Good Q3 Fair Q Deteriorated Q Ruins Q LJnexposed Q

(Check One) 

Altered Q3 Unaltered Q

(Check One)

Moved n Original Site Q

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (I! known) PHYSICAL I

At the height of operation (1363-1372), the riaramec Ironworks 

was a densely populated area of 300 people, most of whom were 

employed at the Iron Works. During this period there were 

forty-two industrial, commercial and residential buildings 

within this iron works corrolex.

At present, the historic structures remaining within the district 

are the stack of the cold-blast furnace, five refinery forge 

stacks, and the following three dwellings: the Hararec House, 

HcDole Cabin, and the Jolley Cabin.

The cold-blast charcoal furnace was built in 1357 to replace 

a smaller one built in 1828. The fu_r.ace stack faces north 

east. Stack is constructed of cut sandstone blocks, stands 

35 feet high and has a fire brick inwall. Furnace stack is 

-, toppeoVby a brick gas chimney, 25 feet 3 inches high, extending 

, ' ffie-eeraalefee-ste-ue-ter-e --to-a---3-ieigtrtn-ef 60 feet 3 inches. 

';" Furnace was originally enclosed on the front (northeast) by 

a wooden frame casting-house and on the real- (southwest) by 

a bridge house, both of which no longer stand. The bridge 

house enclosed a timber trestle bridge which connected the 

furnace with its raw material stock pile.

The five refinery forges, located southeast of the blast 

furnace, converted the pig iron from the furnace into wrought 

iron bars or "blooms". Each refinery forge stood about 22 feet 

high, was constructed of cut sandstone blocks, and had a brick 

gas chimney. Originally the forge stacks were enclosed by a 

frame structure.

I-kramec Spring, located south of this industrial complex, was 

the source of power for the iron works. This spring has an 

average daily discharge of 95,300,000 gallons and continues 

to flow over the original rock-fill dam. This dain was built 

to divert the spring wrvter into t%") rain mill races, which 

carried water to the furnace, forges and grist mill.

The I'aramec iron ore pit is located ^ mile west of the furnace. 

Ore is hematite with very little phosphorous. Ore pit is ovoid 

in shape having a major northwest-southeast axis of 350 feet 

and a minor northeast-southwest axis of 250 feet. Pit is 75 

feet deep. list unusual feature of the .mine is the central 

cone or "horse" of rock, which is 75 to 100 feet in diameter 

at base, A-hollow- runs from the~-epe pi+y-t-e the-f~«3?aaee-area.

W-i-eu. ui CL /to tiff- /-<• A.OO--7-I Ax CU, ^1/,-i A-> if- 

y/u^ /a-'L^ >&({- A-^'-G .
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Maramec Iron Works District is Missouri's most complete

surviving example of an early, large-scale iron industry.

Iron was produced at this works iron 1826-1876. During

this tine, there -.fere other large iron producing districts

in Missouri; but this works was the largest and most productive.

The surviving structures within this district are unique in 

both quantity and quality as a result of the continued efforts 

of the owner to preserve the district and its artifactual con 

tents. The district is owned and maintained by the James 

Foundation, which has restored the existing iron-producing 

structures. No atterpt has been niade to restore the entire 

industrial complex.

Thorns Jar.es and Samuel 'lassey, who had both worked in the 

iron industry in Ohio, established the Maramec Iron Works in 

1826. The major iron-producing portion of the industrial com 

plex was completed by 1329. In the early years of operation, 

Samuel Massey supervised the Iron Works in Missouri, while 

James remained in Ohio. In I3b3 Thomas James sent his son, 

William, to the works; and by iC.li" William had. purchased 

Massey's share of the business. The Works prospered during 

the Civil Uar and in 137It James erected the Ozark Furnace, a 

hot-blast furnace located about $0 -dies west of Mararaec.

In the early 1870's, the decline in iron prices and the dis 

covery of rich iron deposits in the lake Superior region, 

initiated the decline of Karamec as the leading iron producer 

in Missouri. In 1076 the T'aramec furnace was shut down and 

in 1877, the Ozark Furnace was also closed.

The i-^ramec Iron Works District was the major center of employ 

ment, commerce, and settlement in Southeast Missouri in the 

earlyrto-iraid 19th century. The district attracted skilled 

worke/rs and their families to a once sparsely settled area.
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7. The ^iiramec House was built in L%S by William James. "L" 

added after a fire in 1356. Interior construction is of 

hand-hewn oak 3" by 6" timbers used as rafters, sills and 

plates. Host wall studs are 2-g-" by 5" oak timber (sawed 

or hand-hewn). Floors are 1" by 8" or 1" by 6" pine with 

J" notching on underside where joined to floor joists. 

Interior walls are surfaced with plaster and wood lath. 

Sor.e plaster board additions are in evidence. Interior has 

three fireplaces. One has 60" wide by 60" high fire box 

with iron arch support, made at, Tiiramec Iron Works. Two 

other fireplaces have 36" ',-ri.d.e by 36" high fire boxes, 

back-to-back, with both flues in one chimney. E;cterior of 

house is covered with 8" beveled siding. All doors are 

raised panel, 1 1/3" thick. Windows have six over six 

light sash. House rests on rock foundation, has been 

modernized with plumbing, heating and electricity. It is 

currently occupied.

The J-fcDolo Cabin was built in 18!'3 by Joseph 2. TbDole, 

apprentice blacksmith at the Iron Works. It is a one-story 

frame house with central rock chimney, back-to-back fire 

boxes, one in each of the two original roor'S. House has 

clapboard siding, ridge roof, and a two-roon addition on 

the rear. House has been modernized wit'i plumbing, heating, 

and electricity and is currently occupied.

The Jolley Cabin was built in I3!i8 by William B. Jolley, 

bookkeeper at the IrT. Works. It is a one-story frame 

house with a central rock chimney, back-to-back fireboxes, 

one in each of the two original rooms. Has clapboard 

siding, lean-to addition at the rear (south) and rests on 

a rock foundation. Has been modernized with plumbing, 

heating, and electricity. It is currently occupied.
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B. As t'no industrial complex expanded, a market center for the 

produce of the local farrers developed. Farm products and 

cut timber were exchanged for general supplies and various 

cast-iron products, such as plows, dutch ovens and skillets.

The Iron '.forks was also significant in the development of 

Missouri roads. Most earl/ roads in Southeast Missouri and 

the surrounding area were oriented to and from the Iron 

Works. Products of iron were hauled over these roads to 

distant markets and outlet stores located at strategic geo 

graphical points. Also, the iron roads connected the Iron 

Works to points on the Missouri and Mississippi Pavers. 

Fron these points, iron ore and iron products were shipped 

to St. Louis a.nd points farther east.

As an industrial corplex, iirar.ec Iron '.forks District is 

the best exarrple of Missouri's earl/ iron manufacturing 

efforts.
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A, MERAMEC SPRING 

B. JOLLEY CABIN 

C. McDOLE CABIN 

D. MARAMEC HOUSE

E. FURNACE STACK 
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MARAMEC IRON WORKS HISTORIC DISTRICT
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Jtoramec Iron Works Historic Districi_Ls--Mis.swH4-'s -mest -eemp'teteSWVTVHKJ 
example of an early, large-scale iron industry. Iron was produced at this 
works from 1826-1876. During this time, there were other large iron 

producing districts in Missouri; but this works was the largest and the most 
productive.
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